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Dear Sir 

1. F. Robert D. P. Hei, am an •mployee of Ecolab Tnc., the assignee of the patent 
application identified above, and an inventor on the promt patent application. Ihsvean 
radergradu ite ACS degree in Chemistry fitnn the University of St Thomas. IalaohaveaPhJ). 
degree in O rgaoic Chemistry fiom the University of North Dakota. Ihawpiblid«d9pap« to 
sciontific arid trade journals. I «a> an inventor on 45 patents. I also belong to the Ameriwn 
Chemical S ociety and the Society for Applied Spectroscopy. 

2. In addition. I have 24 years of expsrienoe in rewarch and development in 
andyikalcbranstoy, spectroscopy, food & beverage businesses, and new technology 
devdopmait/evaluanon. In particular, J worked for 9 years developing p^xycarboxylic aoid 
based Com? ositiocs and methods using than. 

3. iWrc^amlundowoodtheCfflcoA^ 20O5, fbrthe 
patent appf cation identified above. The Examiner consider* that the Caix et al. reference 
discloses 0 imposition "free of added strong inorganic acid- because CarretaL disoloeee the ive 
of methane sufchonjc acid, which the Office Action claims is an organic acid, On this basis tha 
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Office AcHaicoocl«d«) that the Carr et al. refi^r diatom Q competition fee of added 
strong isorj ;anic acid. 

4. I respectfully degree wfth the Office Action. Methane aphonic add U not an 
"oigauc *cjd«, particularly not ai organ* and inorfianir acid, me disclosed to the specif cation of 
thepn^^appJi^ Metnano aulfb™ arid * a .trangmoigamcwid. and^rm^ 
claimed in\ action ia "free of added strong inorganic acid", 

5. The specification Stataa that the presently claimed composition should be free of 
added strar g (with pKa's below d»m 2.0) inorgank adds, Including milfuric adds (page 3, Hues 
21-23). Tfct preeent application describes mat iulftak aoda (and fbus sulfonic .urids) sre 
InotSMiic, iWfopKa'.halow about 2.0. The present claims recite a enmpadtica "free of added 
atronsinDT^icarid," ^ the presently claimed invention is intended to be essentially fixe of 
wltocaoltt and eulfwnc acids, ^ In contrast .the Carre* al 
refaew* d SClosea comrxwiticni* including a strong irwr&anic acid (methane sulphoaic odd), 
Therefor* presently claimed invention ia significantly different from the disolosm* 0 f the 
Can- d al. reference becaufl* tha present claim* rcritc a composition -free of added strong 
inorganic a rid". 

6. I^Vd«darethataUaaiwoiBnte 
aid thai al! statBmsKs made on infermation and belief^ hrheved to be true; and further thai 
these souet lenta were made with the knowledge that false atatwnente and the like «n made 
*re puoisht hie by tine or ^-"ment, or both, under Section 1001 of Title 18 of the Unhed 
States Cod > and that socb willful frli* statements may jeopmdizc the validity of the application 
or any pate it toned thereon. 
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